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  Baptism on Behalf of the Dead  Issue date:  10 Aug 2007 
 
 
This title is a quote from the Bible. What does it really mean? 
The quote is from 1Cor 15v29. 

Otherwise what will those do who are being baptised on behalf of the dead?  If the dead are not raised at all, 
why are they baptised on their behalf 

 
I was drawn to this quotation because this is the main (only) Biblical reference that a large multi-million worldly 
Christian grouping (Church of The Latter Day Saints) uses to justify the fact that they are able to baptise people who are 
already dead. I was interested in this interpretation because at all the other times in The Bible baptism must be a 
conscious decision by a ‘thinking individual’ rather than a ‘dead individual’!  To be ‘a thinker’ clearly indicates that the 
person must be consciously alive!  We have Solomon (the wisest human on earth) writing that a live dog has a greater 
expectation than a dead lion!  He states that we have no feelings or understanding while dead (Please see Glossary on 
“Life”, “Soul”, “Dead”, “Heavenly Treasure”). 

Also The Bible says that being baptised is a serious commitment that should not be taken on lightly – so how 
can it be applicable to a dead person with no knowledge? 

This is solely, a personal matter. So we have an apparent contradiction within The Bible. But if The Bible is from a true 
All-Powerful Entity that is incapable of making errors – then this cannot be a contradiction but additional knowledge to 
add further to the understanding of The Truth. 

So let us analyse exactly what this text really means! 
 
Like all misunderstandings that many different very worldly Christians fall into like a trap, is that the representatives 
take quotations out of context and then misapply the quotations because they do not understand the whole picture. 
Then the leaders mislead their beguiled followers with a faulty understanding – and no one dares to question them for 
fear of retribution! 
 
So let me first put this quotation back into Bible context. 
 
1Cor.15v23 to 28 

(23) But each one in his own rank; Christ a First-Fruit: afterwards, those who are Christ’s at his appearing. 
(24) Then the end, when he shall give up the kingdom to the God and Father; when he shall have abrogated all 
Government and all Authority and power. 
(25) For he must reign till he has placed all enemies under his feet. 
(26) Even death, the last enemy will be rendered powerless; 
(27) for he has subjected all things under his feet. But when he says that all things are subjected it is manifest 
that He is excepted, who has subjected all things to him. 
(28) And when he shall have subdued all things to him then the son himself will be subject to him who 
subdued all things to him, that God may be all in all. 
 
(29) Otherwise what will those do who are being baptised on behalf of the dead?  If the dead are not raised at 
all, why are they baptised on their behalf. 

 
Paul then talks about his trials and tribulations to achieve God’s Desire and to be sober in mind to work correctly to 
fulfil God’s Desire in the verses (30 to 34), and then we come to the bit that wraps it all up, in verses (35) to (57). This 
is a fairly large section to duplicate here; the reader can go directly to The Bible to read it for themselves. 
Paul in these verses of (35 to 57) inclusive goes on to explain what he really means about the verses (23 to 29). 
Essentially he is going at it from a different angle so that we may have understanding to what he is trying to say earlier 
in (23 to 29). 
 
What he is saying is that there are two types of bodies that humans can live within, in the future. 
At present we have a fleshly (worldly) body.  
He also speaks about there being a spiritual (celestial/heavenly) body. This spiritual body exists in entities that have not 
come from this world that is to say, from “the seed of Adam”. These are entities that have come from God (either 
perfect Jesus Christ and angels or corrupt Satan and his demons). These spiritual bodies/entities are not subject to the 
type of fleshly death and hence not in a state of non-awareness that we know of when someone dies. 
 
The crux of what Paul is saying is that Jesus Christ must be Baptised because he must become the first of the First-
Fruits (verse 23), being the “fore-runner” of dying in a fleshly body and then “awakening/rousing” into a 
heavenly/celestial/spiritual body (upon which The 2nd Death has no power - verse 55 and 56 with Rev.2v11, 22v6). 
Jesus had to show by example. 

However it is much more than this, and never been said by others before. 
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Yahweh’s law was that to go from a fleshly body to a spiritual body is by one route only. You must become baptised 
first. Though Jesus did not need to be baptised from a perfection point of view because he was already perfect and 
would be through to his death, but he must be baptised because he must lead the way for the 144000 spoken of in the 
Bible that were to follow during the next 2000 years or so. 

This does not mean that if you are not baptised, (or even know or heard of Jesus Christ) you shall not be raised 
from the dead. 
But it does mean that you have closed off a possible access route to this heavenly/celestial/spiritual body as 
promised here in these verses. You shall only be raised as a fleshly DNA based body that is subject to The 2nd 
Death spoken of here and elsewhere in The Bible. 

 
So the first set of conclusions derived from these verses and supported in many other areas of The Bible is that:- 

1. Any person who in the past or living now, will live and die in a fleshly body and will rise again in a fleshly 
body irrespective of whether they have heard of, or even taken on Jesus Christ or not. The Bible says Jesus 
Christ has died to save us all from The Curse of Satan making that decision for us through Adam and Eve. We 
thus have all been given a single credit life (due to The Ransom Sacrifice from Jesus) – whether we know 
about it or not. This is Yahweh God’s wonderful justice. 

2. There is a second wonderful prize that has been promised for all of us who take on the race spoken of in the 
Bible. The start of this race is the Baptism. The prize, which is not available to all those who start in this race, 
is a Heavenly/Celestial/Spiritual body (if you have made the grade = won Paul’s Race analogy) that is given to 
you when you are raised up from death. This spiritual body is not subject to The 2nd Death. Once you have this 
spiritual body you shall never be able to die. You will have become the Bride of Christ (one of the 144000) 
and like him, as he is now with a Spiritual body having guaranteed everlasting life. 
One of the responsibilities of these people is to become part of the Kings and Priests that are to rule this planet 
after the resurrection of everyone in item (1) above to teach them righteousness in The Millennium. 

3. If you are within Item (2) above and have a spiritual body, then you can never die for a second time 
(paraphrasing 2 above). 
However if you are resurrected in a fleshly body, then this is your credit life used up in this first resurrection. 
Jesus Christ only died for us once. You now learn righteousness from those in (2) above and have a thousand 
years to do it in This is when all humans learn that Jesus died for everyone and that we all are now to trust 
upon him - as spoken of in so many places in The Bible to be saved (from The 2nd Death - not the 1st because 
Jesus made that become just “Asleep” from which we all “awaken”). However, Jesus died for you once, and if 
you then deliberately sin within this perfect regime where Satan is temporally out of the way (The Bible says: 
“chained/restrained for a thousand years”), then you shall die for the second time forever – there is no 
redemption from The 2nd Death. Jesus did not die for us twice! 
The Bible then tells us Satan is to be loosed for a short while (I would suggest 3.5 years to replicate Jesus 
Christ’s ministry here on earth – if Jesus can do it, then we should be able to – after this 1000 years of us all 
learning righteousness). He is loosed for this short while to finally ‘weed out’, by testing all those who still 
wish to sin when the opportunity presents itself. They too, will permanently die if they sin; this is their/ The 2nd 
Death of utter annihilation. 

 
So with this understanding – How can we apply it to Verse 29? 

Now knowing the whole picture, verse 29 slots very easily into place without any Biblical inconsistency. 
Let us repeat it here for us to carefully consider. 

 
“Otherwise what will those do who are being baptised on behalf of the dead?  If the dead are not raised at all, 
why are they baptised on their behalf.” 

 
Let me translate and repeat the above verse (29) directly (by adding in the explanation):- 

 
(29) Otherwise what will those (= the 144000 with spiritual bodies) do who being baptised (required to enter The Race, and 
then to Win by grasping out for it during the 1st part of their life, thus becoming Sons of God in spiritual bodies to teach righteousness in 
The Millennium) on behalf of the dead (= all other people in fleshly bodies)?  If the dead (= all other people in fleshly bodies) 
are not raised at all (into The Millennium to learn righteousness), why are they (= the 144000 with spiritual bodies – because, 
“who can they teach, if the fleshly ones are not raised from the dead?”) on their (= all other people in fleshly bodies) behalf 
(30) and why we (= to be the 144000 with spiritual bodies – working hard now, we in our fleshly bodies against all adversity) in 
danger every hour (from worldly religious authorities impeding their preaching work). 
(31+) etc. 

 
It becomes so clear – there is no confusion. There is now, no misunderstanding. 
This explanation lines up with The Good News message within The Bible being the preaching of The Millennium. 
There is now no confliction or contradiction within God’s Word The Bible. 
These verses just add to the overall understanding of God’s Word in a consistent and wholesome manner. 
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The confusion is within man’s false interpretation of God’s Word, when taken out of context, without understanding by 
those worldly religious leaders having no idea of Yahweh’s Most Perfect Plan of Salvation. 
We see as our final conclusion in this that there can be no baptism made directly on behalf of dead people, made by 
others who are alive here on earth and this is just an unscriptural fallacy based upon worldly wisdom scorned of by 
Yahweh! 
Essentially we see that the original interpretation is a corruption of God’s Word and must only be from Satan. 
I thank you for using your time to read this dissertation. 


