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The "God of the gaps"          Issue date: 02 Sept 2007 
  

God is not the "God of the gaps" 
The "God of the gaps" is an expression that comes from the tendency of early times (and even now!), to explain 
as acts of God those phenomena that do not have a known explanation. We know now from the development of 
science, that many facts thought to be acts of God are just natural phenomena. But, does this mean that the idea 
of God was just an invention to explain the unknown? that God is no more than the "God of the gaps," and that 
there is no reason to believe in God? 
Nothing is further from the truth. We must recognize that the existence of God is indemonstrable, and that there 
are no physical "proofs" of his existence; if we'd have a physical evidence of God, he wouldn't be the infinite, 
incorporeal Being we believe he is. If the human mind would be able to demonstrate the existence of God, then 
God wouldn't be God. But this doesn't mean that the belief in the existence of God is baseless. 
 
It is reasonable to believe in God 
It is a fact that human beings have always believed in God (or gods) just from looking at creation, as we see in 
the writings of ancient historians, philosophers and poets. Paul said that pagans of his time, although they knew 
God, they did not glorify him as God (Romans 1:21). 
The belief in God is also based on two human facts: first, personal experiences of this divine Being; and second, 
an innate knowledge that most humans have, that a Supreme Being must exist. Most human beings experience 
the need of this Supreme Being, so they can depend on him and have hope in him; otherwise they would feel that 
they are only things. So, belief in God is reasonable. 
 
God as if he would be a person 
God is not a person but rather personal (analogically). Human beings prefer to communicate with God as with a 
person (instead of an abstract entity), who is able to "hear, understand and answer," because this concept of God 
is more reasonable than one of an impersonal, mute, deaf and blind God. Physical images of God, even mentally, 
are wrong. 
 
Religion and organized religion 
Religion is the natural expression of belief in and reverence for God; it is the humble recognition of a Supreme 
Intelligence who created everything by his Power. As such, it is sown deeply in the human heart, and wasn't 
"invented " as a means of looking at the world as controlled by a personified intelligence. The progress of 
science, allowing us to know better the how of the Universe does not change this fact one iota, rather, it increases 
the motivation to praise and thank God. 
Organized religion on the other hand are systems or groups of people belonging to a particular belief, with the 
purpose of celebrating, promoting, or any other activity ordained to the cult of God. They are human 
organizations subject to all the weaknesses of human nature, but they are also functional and helpful for the 
practice of religion. 
 
What about Christianity 
1. Christian religion. Christianity is one of the main religions of the world. It is based on the discipleship of 
Jesus, and its essence is the glory of the Father and the love of neighbour. Christianity shouldn't be the cult of 
Jesus; Jesus never intended it; it should be the worship and trust in Abba, the Father, as Jesus called Yahweh, 
Who I am (Exodus 3:14). 
2. Christian churches. They are organized groups of people, belonging to a particular interpretation of the Bible 
and the teachings of Jesus; each one identifies with a credo or its statement of faith. Their aim and purpose 
should be celebrating and promoting the glory of God, although they may deviate from this main purpose and 
sometimes even work for their own benefit. 
 
Jesus, the "heart" of Christianity 
Any one who wants to be called Christian, can only be so by acceptance of Jesus and his teachings. This 
acceptance of Jesus might include the belief that Jesus was a person with a particular mission from God ("The 
Sent"), who taught in the name of God (Prophet), and whom God glorified after his death. But, why to believe in 
and accept Jesus? 
The only means to believe in and accept Jesus is by faith. There are however some facts that support that faith in 
Jesus is also reasonable. 

1. it is a fact that, if God wants to talk to humankind, he might do so by sending a messenger or prophet. 
Science cannot prove that this is not possible. But we wonder further: is this just a possibility? or are 
there clues, or facts, which support that God in fact did so? Yes.  



 2 

2. the conversion of Paul and his testimony has no other possible explanation but a divine intervention 
revealing to him Jesus as a person sent by God and who was still alive.  

3. the change effected in all apostles and disciples, preaching Jesus with courage and with defiance of the 
Jewish power, has no other explanation than the resurrection of Jesus and his action upon them.  

4. the propagation of Christian faith among a pagan world in a short period of time, with such a conviction 
that Christians defied death without fear, has no other explanation than a positive action and intent from 
God that the teachings of Jesus were known and received everywhere. 

Without these four facts, probably there wouldn't be as many Christians as there are today. 
The "negative" side of Jesus 
We can not ignore that there are many and serious problems with the writings about Jesus and his teachings, in 
particular in those churches who read and interpret the New Testament literally, and do not accept that these are 
human writings where we may find ignorance, errors, misunderstandings and pious interpretations and 
exaggerations of the first Christians. 
For centuries most Christians believed, blindly, the teachings of their churches; not any more. With the progress 
of sciences and biblical investigation, and the availability of all this information to the general public, as through 
the media or as in this, the internet, the churches are losing control, and all their teachings are open to discussion, 
in open forum, everywhere. 
What is going to happen? If churches do not change their teachings; if churches do not revise their dogmas and 
come to a reasonable doctrine, we will see in this twenty-first century a complete disbanding of the membership 
and a total desertion from Christian faith. If what we teach about Jesus to the new generations is not "palatable", 
because they know better, then Christianity will lose the "battle," perhaps also the "war". 
 


